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March tourney to 
miss its madness 
with fans banned 
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March Madness has become March Sad- 
ness. 

In a historic response to a booming pan- 
demic, the NCAA and Big Ten announced 
Wednesday that each will ban fans from at- 
tending upcoming games, including their 
marquee postseason basketball tourna- 
ments, in an attempt to slow the spread of the 
novel coronavirus, which has infected more 
than 1,200 people across the United States 
and tens of thousands across the world since 
December, including two confirmed cases in 
Michigan. 

The Michigan High School Athletic Associ- 
ation also said it will prohibit or limit fans at 
least through this weekend’s winter state 
tournament events. 

Attendance at the NCAA tournament and 
Big Ten events will be limited to essential 
staff and family members. This includes the 
NCAA men’s and women’s basketball tourna- 
ments and likely the hockey Frozen Four, 
which will conclude in April at Little Caesars 


Like the flip of a switch, the situation 
changed overnight in Michigan as the first 
two known cases of novel coronavirus — a 
middle-age man in Wayne County and a mid- 
dle-age woman in Oakland County — were 
identified in the state. 

“We are going to have to make some tough 
choices in the coming days and weeks,” Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer said Wednesday evening. 
She recommended frequent hand-washing, 
cleaning and disinfecting surfaces, staying 
home if people are sick and urged schools, 
universities, businesses and others to cancel 
large gatherings of100 people or more to stop 
the spread of COVID-19. 

“Groups should evaluate and make deci- 
sions about whether or not to cancel confer- 
ences, sporting events or concerts. ... This is 
to keep the most people we can safe. I encour- 
age everyone to be flexible. Take care of one 
another. We’ve gotten through tough times in 


Omar Anani, 38, of Farmington Hills, the owner and chef at Saffron De Twah on Gratiot Avenue 
has been taking precautions to keep his restaurant clean like he was doing on Wednesday. 
Anani wipes down everything after customers leave. ERIC SEALS/DETROIT FREE PRESS 
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Sports betting kicks off 


Thomas Hearns shows off his betting slip 
on the first day of legal gambling in Detroit. 


won every county in the state over U.S. Sen. 
Bernie Sanders of Vermont. 

That was especially surprising given that 
Sanders won all but 10 of Michigan’s 83 coun- 


“What’s become even clearer in the past 
week: Democratic voters don’t want a pro- 


See PRIMARY, Page 13A 


2020 GMC ACADIA SLE 


“199 


PER MONTH" MONTHS 


ULTRA LOW MILEAGE LEASE FOR WELL QUALIFIED GM EMPLOYEE PROGRAM 
PARTICIPANTS WITH A CURRENT ELIGIBLE GM LEASE 


24 |82,669 


due at signing 
after all offers 


TAX, TITLE, LICENSE AND DEALER FEES EXTRA. No security deposit required, 
Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 20,000 miles. At participating dealers only. 


'MUST BE A CURRENT LESSEE OF A 2015 MODEL YEAR OR NEWER GM VEHICLE THROUGH GM FINANCIAL FOR AT LEAST 30 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEW VEHICLE SALE. Payments for a 2020 Acadia SLE with an MSRP of $34,995. 24 monthly payments total $4,776. Payments may be higher in some 
states. Closed-end lease. Option to purchase at lease end for an amount to be determined at lease signing. GM Financial must approve lease. Take retail delivery by 3/31/20. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 20,000 miles. Late payment and early termination fees apply. Lessee is responsible for 


insuring the lease vehicle. Lessee pays for maintenance, repair, excess wear and a disposition fee of $495 or less at end of lease. Not available with some other offers. Residency restrictions apply. 
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